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Meet the Nouns!     

Keyshawn is my best friend.

I name a 
person, place, 
thing, or idea.

Val has always dreamed of visiting Argentina.

Brian’s order of doughnuts came in a large box.

Practice helps you overcome your fear of failure.

PERSON:

PLACE:

THING:

IDEA:

EXAMPLES

I am a noun!
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Name:

Common Nouns and Proper Nouns

Common Nouns
Sheldon is my cousin.

His shoes were made by Nike.

1. I would love it if we could go to Dairy Queen after school on Monday.

2. Giles told the class a story about how he tripped on the curb on Main Street.

3. My dentist told me not to worry about cavities for some reason.

4. Microsoft is a company that makes software and game consoles.

5. Rex, Amy, and Pilar came over to my house to watch a movie.

Pro Tip:
A noun that names 
a general person, place, 
thing, or idea is
called a common noun.

Pro Tip:
A noun that names
 a specific person, 

place, thing, or idea is 
called a proper noun.

Your turn! Write a sentence that includes at least one proper noun, a sentence that 

includes at least one common noun, and a sentence that includes at least 

one of each. Circle the common nouns and underline the proper nouns.

1. proper                           

2. common                          

3. one of each                    

Instructions:

Let’s Practice!
Instructions:
In each of the following sentences, circle any common nouns 

and underline any proper nouns.
y s 

 p op

EXAMPLE:
That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.That dog is a Labrador Retriever, and Ryan is its owner.

Proper Nouns
Sheldon is my cousin.

His shoes were made by Nike.
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Pro Tip:
A concrete noun names a person, place, or 
thing that can be perceived by one or 
more of the five senses. 

Let’s Practice!
Instructions:
In each of the following sentences, circle any concrete nouns 

and underline any abstract nouns.
y 

Name:

Concrete Nouns and Abstract Nouns

Pro Tip:
An abstract noun names 

an idea or quality that 
cannot be perceived by 
any of the five senses.

Concrete Nouns
Julian drove his car to school

to pick up his books.

EXAMPLE:
My dog has many great qualities, but my favorite is his loyalty.

1. A sense of worry filled the room when we started to smell smoke.

2. Some people chase power, but my best friend never seems to care about it.

3. Alton didn’t watch the movie about snakes because he has a strong fear of them.

4. I’ll order a large cup of coffee and a small doughnut, please.

5. My parents don’t appreciate my stubbornness, which they call willfulness.

Your turn! Write a sentence that includes at least one concrete noun, a sentence that 

includes at least one abstract noun, and a sentence that includes at least 

one of each. Circle the concrete nouns and underline the abstract nouns.

1. concrete                           

2. abstract                    

3. one of each                    

Instructions:

Abstract Nouns
Julian has honor and 

integrity, so he never cheats. 
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Pro Tip:
A collective noun is a singular 

noun that names a group.

Name:

Collective Nouns

Willie chopped an entire cord of 
firewood and then opened a new 

pack of gum as a reward.

My neighbor’s cat just gave birth 
to the cutest litter of kittens you 

have ever seen.

Let’s practice!
Instructions:
Circle all of the collective nouns in the each of the following sentences.

1. You can call it a herd or a drove, but all I know is that’s a lot of cattle!

2. I peered into the audience until I finally found my brother’s smiling face.

3. Kwame gave Sandra the prettiest bouquet of flowers anyone has ever seen. 

4. Carlos’s favorite possessions are his coin collection and an old anthology of poems.

5. There’s nothing quite like a tall stack of pancakes with butter and syrup.

EXAMPLE:
My class has only twenty-five students now that the Wight twins moved away.My class has only twenty-five students now that the Wight twins moved away.My class has only twenty-five students now that the Wight twins moved away.My class has only twenty-five students now that the Wight twins moved away.

Your turn! Use the collective nouns below to write your very own sentences.

1. set

2. band

3. bunch

Instructions:
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Name:

Writing with Nouns

INSTRUCTIONS (PART TWO):
Now use as many of the above nouns as you can to write a short story. Don’t forget to circle the nouns 
when you use them!

PROPER COMMON ABSTRACT COLLECTIVE

INSTRUCTIONS (PART ONE):
Brainstorm some of your favorite nouns for each of the following categories. 

COMPOUND
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Name:

INSTRUCTIONS: Classify the noun type for the underlined nouns below from among the available options.

The Big Noun Quiz!

1. After dinner, my dad sits in his armchair and reads for an hour.

2. Does anyone around here have a fresh deck of cards that we could use?

3. I don’t think it’s possible for Mr. Salazar to ever stop smiling.

4. Whenever Julie is about to feed her dog, he bounces with hopeful anticipation.

5. My aunt keeps an enormous stack of magazines on her nightstand.

INSTRUCTIONS: Indicate whether the underlined nouns below are singular or plural nouns.

6. My dentist said that she really wants me to brush my teeth even more than I do now.

7. The farmer looked up to see two wolves pacing eagerly around the fence line.

8. The Wildcats are my favorite team in the whole league.

9. Peter asked the clerk to give him some loaves of bread.

10. Taylor is one of the most talented women I have ever seen.

o     abstract o     collective o     proper o     compound

o     abstract o     collective o     proper o     compound

o     abstract o     collective o     proper o     compound

o     abstract o     collective o     proper o     compound

o     abstract o     collective o     proper o     compound

o     singular o     plural

o     singular o     plural

o     singular o     plural

o     singular o     plural

o     singular o     plural
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The Big Quiz Answer Key!

VERBS

NOUNS

ADJECTIVES

ADVERBS

CONJUNCTIONS

PREPOSITIONS

INTERJECTIONS

PRONOUNS

1.  compound
2. collective
3. proper
4. abstract
5. compound

6. plural
7. plural
8. singular
9. plural
10. plural

1.  linking verb
2. action verb
3. linking verb
4. action verb
5. linking verb

6. intransitive
7. transitive
8. intransitive
9. transitive
10. transitive

1.  what kind
2. how much
3. how many
4. which one
5. what kind

6. drop
7. puppy
8. jobs
9. team
10. office

1.  briefly
2. nervously
3. never
4. absolute
5. today

6. how
7. when
8. where
9. how
10. when

1.  insect
2. shoes
3. Charles
4. students
5. thunderstorm

6. intensive
7. reflexive
8. reflexive
9. intensive
10. reflexive

1.  coordinating
2. correlative
3. subordinating
4. coordinating
5. coordinating

6. correlative
7. coordinating
8. subordinating
9. subordinating
10. coordinating

1.  logical
2. where
3. where
4. logical
5. when

6. adverb
7. adverb
8. preposition
9. adverb
10. preposition

1.  Yes
2. Oh
3. Ah
4. Hey
5. Ugh

6. strong
7. mild
8. strong
9. strong
10. mild
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